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CONPIDENTIAL COTONOU 0031 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, DM, TO 

SUBJECT: DAHOMEAN-TOGOLESE RELATIONS PURTHER ENVENOMED 
REF: LOME 0052 

1. DAHO-EXPRESS JANUARY 8 CARRIED ACCOUNT OF "UNAUTHORIZED " 
LANDING EYADEMA'S "COMMAND EHELICOPTER" ON JANUARY 1 AT DJOUGOU. 
HELICOPTER ALLEGEDLY LANDED IN MIDDLE OP DJOUGOU MARKET WHERE 
"POPULATION" REPUSED ALLOW IT TAKE OPF WHEN PILOT COULD NOT 

PR DUCE AUTHORIZATION FOR OVERFLIGHT OR LANDING. AUTHORITIES 
WERE THEN ALERTED AND HELICOPTER OCCUPANTS ARRESTED. 

2. COUNCIL OP MINISTERS JANUARY 7 DECIDED RELEASE PILOT AND 
HELICOPTER BUT AR HOLDING DAHOMEAN EX-MINISTER, PAUL DARBOUS, 
WHILE INVESTIGATION OP APPAIR CONTINUES. MRGD "TOOK 
OCCASION" TO AGAIN CALL POR VIGILANCE TO COUNTER ALL "ATTEMPTS 
AT SABOTAGE, SUBVERSION, OR ATTEMPTS JEOPARDIZE POLICIES 
POLLOWED BY GOVERNMENT SINCE OCTOBER 26, 1972." 

3. WORDING OP COMMUNIQUE STRONGLY SUGGESTS MRGD BELIEVES 
PURPOSE FLIGHT WAS SUBVERSIVE. HELICOPTER AND PILOT WERE 
RELEASED BECAUSE THEY BELONGED TO NEIGHBORING COUNTRY. 
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HOWEVER, INVESTIGATION CONTINUING AND DARBOUX, WHO HAS BEEN 
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CLOSE POLITICAL*ASSOCIATE OF EX-PRESIDENT MAGA EOR MANY YEARS, 

LIKELY BE HELD EOR SOME TIME. INCIDENT FURTHER ENVENOMS 
ALREADY BAD RELATIONS BETWEEN TOGO AND DAHOMEY, AND ADDS TO 
LOCAL CREDENCE IN EYADEMA'S INVOLVEMENT WITH DAHOMEAN 
DISSIDENTS IN PLOTTING OVERTHROW OF PRESENT REGIME. 

MCNAMARA 
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